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is struggling with old age and diseases, undoubtedly will rise to a higher level and
transform the very biological organization of human beings. But this is the source of
the greatest historical paradox of human development, that this biological transfor­
mation of the human rype which is mainly achieved through science, social education
and the rationalization of the entire way of life, does not represent a prerequisite, but
instead is a result of the social liberation of 1114n.

In this sense Engels, who had examined the process of evolution from the ape
to man, said that it is labour which created man.11 Proceeding from this, one could
say that new forms of labour will create the new man and that this new man will
resemble the old kind of man, 'the old Adam ', in name only, in the same way as,
according to Spinoza's great statement, a dog, the barking animal, resembles the
heavenly constellation Dog. 12

ores

First published as Vygotsky, L. 1930: Socialisticheskaja peredelka cheloveka. VARNITSO, 3, 36­
44. VARNIT was the journal of the All-Union Association of Workers in Scienceand Technics
for the Furthering of the Socialist Edification in the USSR (Vsesojuznaja Assorsiarsija
Rabornikov auki i Tekhniki dlja Sodejsrvija Socialisticheskornu Srroitel 'srvu v SSSR). Some­
how, the paper was published under Vygotsky's original name, i.e. spelled with 'd' .

1 Probably refers to Plekhano , G. V. 1922: Oclxrki po istorii materializma. Moscow.
2 Refers to p. 272 of Engels, F. 1894/1978: Herm ElIgm Oiibring's UmwiilZllng der

Wissmschaft [Anti-Diihring]. Berlin: Dietz Verlag.
3 It is unclear to which book Vygotsky is referring.
4 Refers to pp . 271-2 of Engels 1894/1978. Seealso pp . 381 and 445 of Marx, K. 18901

1962: Oas Kapital [The Capital] (4th edn), Berlin: Dietz Verlag.
5 Similar passages can be found allover Marx's and Engels' works, but this exact passage we

haven't been able to locate.
6 A curious mistake. The text attributed to Engels can be found on p. 382 of Marx, K.

1890/1962: Das Kapital [The Capita/] (4th edn). Berlin: Dietz Verlag.
7 'We see how the history of industry and the established objectivt existence of industry are

the open book of man's mmtial powers, the perceptibly existing human psychology . . . a
psychology for which this book, the pan of history existing in the most perceptible and
accessible form, remains a closed boo • cannot become a genuine, comprehensive and real
science.' Seepp. 302-03 of Man: - Engels Collected Works. Vol. 3: Economic and Philosophical
Ma1l1lScripts. ew York: International Publishers (975).

8 Refers to p. 30 of Marx, K. and Engels, F. 1846/1978: Di dnttsche ldeologie [The German
ltkology]. Berlin: Dietz Verlag.

9 Lenin's wife, N. K. Krupskaja, devoted much attention to educational matters. In her
book Vospitanie olodezhi v Lminsk dJikht [Ed -ation of the YOllth in theSpirit of Lmin] she
discussed contemporary international experiments with labour schools (Arbeicsschule) in
the light of Marx's ideal of the polytechnic education. See Krupskaja, N. K. 192511989:
Vospitanie molodahi v Lminskom dJikht. Mo cow: Pedagogika, We haven't been able to

establish the exact source of the present ciration.


